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Bartholin's classic treatises on the lymphatics are two of the works reprint-
ed in this collected edition. Bartholin first re-
ported his discovery of the thoracic duct in 
De lacteis thoracicis in homine brutisque in 
1652. Only a year later in Vasa lymphatica, 
he presented his view that the lymphatic sys-
tem has a physiological significance that had 
not been previously recognized and is an an-
atomically separate system. Although Olof 
Rudbeck (1630-1702) claimed priority in 
these matters, it was Bartholin who was the 
first to recognize the physiological im-
portance of the lymphatic system. The vol-
ume also contains several of Bartholin's ana-
tomical observations as well as a number of 
tracts in which he defends his views, while 
criticizing those of such individuals as Ri-
olan, Pecquet, and Glisson. 


